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Zacchaeus 

 

 “Zacchaeus was a wee little man, and a wee little man was he.” You 

may remember this children’s song that tells the story about Zacchaeus. I 

know his height is emphasized because it is the reason why he climbed the 

tree to see Jesus. Zacchaeus was curious to see who Jesus was, but “the 

crowd was in his way” (v.3) because he was short. Some commentators 

have even said that his height was a symbol of him “falling short” in his 

faith. As someone who also gets lost in a crowd due to one’s height, I 

question why Zacchaeus is at fault and remembered for his height -- 

something he had no control over.  

Maybe “the crowd was in his way” because all the other people were 

purposely standing in front of him. At a concert in Oklahoma, I remember 

standing behind a man, 6’3’’ and wearing a cowboy hat, who didn’t care that 

I couldn’t see. He stood like a brick wall, preventing me from seeing and 

enjoying the experience. I wonder if the other, “taller,” people stood in front 

of Zacchaeus because they hated him. They didn’t think he was worthy to 

see Jesus. Verse 7 says, “All who saw [the exchange between Jesus and 

Zacchaeus] grumbled,” and said, ‘What business does he have getting cozy 

with this crook?” They certainly weren’t “taller” in their faith with this act of 

condemnation. 

I imagine though that Zacchaeus and tax collectors, in general, got 

tired of being hated. Zacchaeus was Chief Tax Collector, the one over all the 

tax collectors who got a percentage of all their skimming. He was quite rich 

from their unethical but legal system that allowed these practices to occur. 

We have seen in other parables, that some tax collectors felt guilty for their 

participation in the system. We don’t see that with Zacchaeus, but he was 

obviously curious about who Jesus was.  



When Jesus showed Zacchaeus who he was, the people “grumped” 

about him “getting cozy” with Zacchaeus (v.7). What does “getting cozy” 

with Jesus really mean? Getting close and comfortable, getting real with 

Jesus while also getting to know the real Jesus, and getting the opportunity 

to be exactly who we are without having to live up to others’ expectations or 

labels. Maybe that is what Zacchaeus was curious about – having the 

opportunity to get cozy with Jesus despite what others thought of him. Being 

lost or hidden or even blocked in a crowd doesn’t really provide the 

opportunity to get cozy.  

When Zacchaeus and Jesus got cozy with each other, Jesus “restored” 

him. Verse 10 says, “For the Son of Man came to find and restore the lost.” 

The word “restore” indicates that as a “son of Abraham” (v.9) he was of 

Jewish descent. Perhaps Zacchaeus drifted from his faith, or he outright left 

it behind when he became a tax collector. Maybe he got pushed out it when 

the others hated him. We don’t see if Zacchaeus was restored to the 

community, but perhaps they did welcome him back after his generous 

retribution. 

 Zacchaeus was lost in the crowd, but when he was found by Jesus, he 

was restored to his faith. His faith in humanity was probably restored too. 

Despite their grumbling, Zacchaeus generously gave his possessions to them 

as a response to grace. When Zacchaeus found a way to see Jesus for who 

he was, grace took him back to a place he couldn’t get to by himself – a 

place of love and belonging, a place of restoration.  

 

Reflection questions: 

Have you ever felt pushed out of your faith? 

Who or what stands in your way of seeing Jesus for who he really is? 

Do you want to get cozy with Jesus? 

What could restore your faith in Jesus and/or people? 

What needs to happen to restore your faith? 


